
 

 

CPL Expands into Virginia with Commonwealth Architects  

January 14, 2025 
 
CPL, a full-service design firm serving public and private-sector clients for 50 years, has added 
Richmond-based Commonwealth Architects to broaden the firm’s geographic reach into Virginia. 
 
“This expansion is an important milestone in our long-term growth strategy and will allow us to further 
strengthen our legacy of thought leadership and breadth of design services,” said Todd Liebert, AIA, 
NCARB, Chairman & CEO, CPL. “Commonwealth Architects is a small yet mighty firm with expertise in 
areas we have placed significant focus on for growth—our community and higher education practices.” 
 
Commonwealth Architects will align with CPL’s Greensboro and Raleigh offices to support expansive 
business advancement in the mid-Atlantic region. This alignment will provide a platform for 
collaboration across key practice areas—such as higher education and unique retail spaces—and 
offices, combining the opportunity to draw on the considerable market credibility, resources and 
geographic reach that CPL provides with the design expertise and regional knowledge that 
Commonwealth Architects offers. 
 
President of Commonwealth Architects, Lee Shadbolt, AIA, NCARB, reflects on the expansion stating, 
“Joining the CPL team will allow us to broaden our scope and scale our services more quickly, while 
providing a more seamless experience with a deeper bench, to better meet the growing needs of our 
clients.” 
 
Over the past 24 years, Commonwealth Architects has gained a reputation in Virginia for new 
construction, community-centered projects, historic development and adaptive reuse by transforming 
historic buildings—such as the cookie factory in downtown Richmond and an old tobacco plant in 
Winston—into functional, multiuse spaces for the community to enjoy. In addition, the firm has a deep 
knowledge of higher education design, with high-profile projects at institutions such as Virginia State 
University, Virginia Commonwealth University, and Norfolk State University. 
 
“The shared commitment to sustainability, social harmony, and design functionality makes CPL an 
ideal partner for our firm. We’re both in the business of creating buildings that people feel good about 
being in,” said Shadbolt. 
 
Link to original press release: 
https://cplteam.com/blog/cpl-expands-with-commonwealth-architects/  
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