
 

LJA dissolves and Nile emerges to deliver architecture and engineering 
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FARGO, ND – Lightowler Johnson Associates, Inc. (LJA), a long-established Fargo-based 
architecture and engineering firm specializing in hotel design, was acquired and dissolved in 2019. 
In its wake emerges a new firm, Nile, Inc., with a modern perspective on established markets that 
include hospitality, senior living, industrial, municipal, and commercial projects, with goals to delve 
further into bioprocessing and agricultural industries. 
 
“Thinking back on the history of our team, a lot has changed. Technologies advance, building 
materials improve, and market demands change. To withstand decades of disruption, you must be 
built on solid ground. At Nile, that strong foundation is our staff who have moved forward with us and 
the markets we serve which continue to grow more robust each day,” said Nile President, Nathan 
Anderson. “Our mission is to apply the collective knowledge of our staff to new market opportunities 
and shape ideas that result in better buildings, communities, and experiences.”    
   
Under the leadership of firm owner Kevin Biffert, Nile will embrace new technology and modern 
approaches to project delivery, team organization, and business efficiency. With offices in Fargo, 
N.D. and Saint Paul, Minn., cloud-based team collaboration will be key in how information is shared 
and how projects are managed. With technology-focused priorities, innovation-driven projects will be 
adopted to expand the firm’s market base. 
 
“Nile is a place where ideas will grow and potential will be explored across many landscapes,” said 
Biffert, “While Nile will maintain market focal areas, we will purposely cultivate a new body of work 
that drives exciting new technological advancements for larger purposes.” 
 
The work that Biffert speaks of is easily seen in Nile’s newest project called the Grand Farm – an 
advanced development aimed at creating the world’s first fully autonomous farm near Fargo, N.D. 
Biffert serves as a collaborative supporter for the project sponsor Emerging Prairie and recently 
donated 40 acres of land for the project. Civil site planning and schematic design is currently 
underway at Nile and Grand farm is expected to be fully operational by 2025.  
 
“I see exciting synergies with the staff’s past experience in processing plants (soybeans, ethanol, 
hemp) and the new Grand Farm project,” said Biffert. “This team has a great experience base to 
build upon, and I am excited to take the company to the next level by injecting some modern 
approaches and new opportunities for the business.” 
 
Nile, with 25 employees currently employed between its North Dakota and Minnesota offices, will 
maintain a one-stop shop for client services with a complete offering of architecture, engineering, 
and survey services.   
 
Link to original press release: 

https://www.wearenile.com/nile-announces-firm-launch 
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